The press review – where to look and what to select
Expectations of the exercise
· The aim of the press review is to give the class a clear idea of what happened in the previous weeks ; therefore, you will have to select the main pieces of information that are relevant. A good press review should include half a dozen to ten items, no more.
· You should focus on what happened in English speaking countries (the UK, the US, but also Australia, New Zealand, Canada, South Africa if necessary). However, important international events should also be mentioned if you think they can impact the global order. It is possible to evoke French events if you deem them relevant, but the press review’s role is rather to keep you in touch with the rest of the world – watching the French news is your job outside the English class !
· Your press review should classify pieces of news by category : politics, international conflicts, the economy, science, sports… Try to rank them from the most to the least important.
· When you evoke a phenomenon, you need to be able to explain it to the class. Read one or two articles on each subject and check the specific vocabulary.  Your classmates are welcome to ask you questions on aspects they would not understand and in order to answer, reading only the titles of articles is not enough. Be wary of fake news, as they are everywhere !
· If you want to show a picture or a video that you deem essential to the understanding of the news, do not hesitate to bring it in class or to email it to the teacher beforehand. Videos will often be shown at the end of the press review so you can hear different types of accents and practise comprehension skills.
· Every two weeks, up to five students will be asked to prepare the press review : this means you can share the workload and each focus on one part of the world (ex : one student on the UK, one on international news, two on the USA…). However, there is no obligation to work together : what matters is that each student gets to speak at least once. It may happen that we skip a date and group two press reviews together : you will still be asked to speak about the pieces of information you have found.
· Keeping in touch with the news is an essential part of your job for the exams. It will help to feed your commentaries and reflections on D-day. Therefore, even though the press review will not be graded, you should take it seriously for you and for the rest of the class. If you forget to do your press review, you will be assigned to another date, as this work is not optional.
Where to look
Your press reviews will cover two weeks (and occasionnally more when the holidays come in between). Every few days during those two weeks, you should try to have a look at the news using several tools :
· Google News – your best friend : select the UK, US, Australian… edition and Google will classify the news : the Top Stories will appear first, then the National stories… Every piece of news is linked to one or several articles which you can directly access.
· Daily papers : The Independent, The Guardian, The Daily Mirror, The Daily Telegraph (UK) ; The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, USAToday (US). All of these papers have an online edition and most articles are accessible for free.
· Weekly papers : The Economist has a useful tab called “Politics this week“ which recaps everything that happened the week before. It is issued every Wednesday – just create a free account to access the articles.
· Applications : the BBC News app is useful to keep in touch with the news daily, but it will constantly send you notifications. It is then your job to choose what is important and what is not. 
· Podcasts : the BBC offers podcasts of the news on its website ; Channel4’s “catch up“ tool will also be useful if you have missed a few days, since you can watch the main titles of the news of the days you choose (http://www.channel4.com/news/catch-up). It will also help you improve your British accent !
