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Merci de sauter des lignes pour l’ensemble des exercices et de noter le nombre de mots utilisés pour les questions.
EXPRESSION ECRITE
Journalism should focus on being objective, not neutral
On Tuesday, Sept. 10, former President Donald Trump and current Vice President Kamala Harris took to the big stage to debate which candidate would better lead the nation for the next four years. 
During that debate, ABC moderators fact checked Trump on several occasions. They corrected his blatantly false assertions about immigrants stealing and eating pets in Ohio, about Democrats being in favor of killing babies after birth and his continued lie about the 2020 election being “stolen.” Alternatively, ABC moderators did not fact check Harris once during the debate. This outraged conservatives, who quickly took to social media to voice their anger over the moderators being “biased.” 
This outrage ignores the massive discrepancy in falsehoods stated by Harris and Trump. In the fact check of the first debate in June, CNN found that former President Trump lied over 30 times, while Vice President Harris lied just once. Given this, it should be no surprise moderators corrected one candidate more than the other. ABC’s broadcast was perceived as being left leaning even though the broadcast accurately reflected the disparity in truth communicated by each candidate. This highlights a larger issue plaguing journalism right now : as bias is an incredibly important issue in today’s media landscape, journalists sometimes neglect their duty to be objective in order to appear impartial. 
The responsibility to tell both sides of a story disappears when one of the sides is objectively wrong. When one politician in a debate, political party or side of a political issue is spewing blatant misinformation, it’s the role of a journalist to objectively report the truth. Failing to do so, out of fear of not appearing impartial, is doing a disservice to the public.
For example, with climate change issues, there is a clear and objective truth that the climate is changing due to emissions from human activity. Climate change is real, but looking back to the coverage of this issue in the 1990s and 2000s, it seems attempting to appear balanced distorted the truth.
Shown in a 2004 study published by Science Direct, most news articles by prestigious American newspapers released from 1988 to 2002 gave as much attention to the minority of climate deniers as they did to the majority scientific view. For years, the denial of this objective truth by our politicians was framed by the media as a difference of opinion rather than a denial of facts. This gave a platform to the lie that climate change is not real, and thus contributed to a widespread apathy surrounding climate change in a shocking number of Americans. 
The utopian idea that journalists float above political issues with wings of impartiality is unrealistic. In reality, many of the issues journalists report on do not have equal sides that should be given equal attention and treated with equal validity. Polluting the news cycle with misinformation to tell both sides of a story can give a platform to dangerous rhetoric and ideas. Maintaining an educated democracy takes objectivity, not neutrality from our journalists.
Adapted from The Hofstra Chronicle, by Ryan Monke and Tim Daly, September 26, 2024 
1. According to the article, what is the difference between being objective and being neutral ? Explain in your own words. (80 words, +/- 10%).
2. In your opinion, should journalists be neutral ? Use concrete examples to answer. (180 words, +/- 10%).
THEME
Irina avait trouvé un prétexte pour se débarrasser de sa fille et se noyer dans le vin et le whisky bon marché.
« Tu ne vas pas te sentir seule ? En août on travaille à plein temps.
— Oh non. J’ai apporté des livres. Et je vous aiderai au restaurant.
— Pas question. Ici tu es en vacances. »
Il était agréable d’être traitée en enfant gâtée.
Le club de vacances que géraient Jacques et Paulette se trouvait sur une petite péninsule au bout d’une longue route. Paulette se gara devant le bâtiment principal. Clarisse descendit de voiture. C’était son sixième été ici. Elle se sentait chez elle. Jacques se précipita hors du bureau et la serra contre lui.
« Et voilà la plus belle ! Tu n’as pas changé du tout ! » Paulette rit.
« Je viens de lui dire le contraire ! »
D’après Catherine Cusset, La Définition du bonheur, 2021
