Question 1
According to the article, being objective as a journalist refers to not spreading or letting misinformation spread to the public just because every opinion on a fact should be heard. In other words, you cannot discuss facts. A fact is something that cannot be interpreted. Being neutral is allowing different points of view on a complex question which is not obviously answered. Therefore, you cannot be neutral on facts, but only on opinions.
Being objective, according to the author, is to prioritize facts when covering a topic, and by doing so, proritize statements that are true and limit coverage for voices that spread misinformation. As per the author, doing so will limit discord around facts, and allow the public to base their opinions on them. On the other hand, being neutral is to entirely disregard facts when reporting and to equally represent each side even if one is blatantly wrong.
Question 2
As politics play an important part in our life, we can ask ourselves whether or not journalists should be neutral.
Firstly, it seems that being neutral could be dangerous. In fact, relaying all information is a risk of spreading fake news. During COVID for example, had the journalists only reported that Trump said injecting chlorine is a vaccine against COVID, many people would have believed it was the truth. This is a problem, given that journalists’ role is to tell the truth.
However, in my opinion, not being neutral is even more dangerous. In fact, the primary role of a journalist is to relay information, and giving their opinion could badly influence people, especially young people. In fact, at a young age, people do not have their opinions fully developed yet. By watching news channels where journalists give their political opinion, FoxNews for example which is Republican, young people could be influenced by the journalists’ opinion and not have their own. Furthermore, being neutral in a democracy is essential : every party is treated equally and not favoured.
Consequently, journalists should be neutral, for the population’s own good.
