Does The US healthcare system hold the key to solve the UK healthcare crisis ?


Nowadays healthcare systems are in crisis especially the UK’s  healthcare system as we will see in this dossier. Composed of four press articles from Quartz, Cesar Aquino, Jim Edwards and The independent, it exposes the condition of the UK and US healthcare systems during the current hard times. It leads us to wonder if the UK’s healthcare system should take inspireation from the US one.

The British National Health Service (NHS) is based on taxpayers’ money while the US one is supplied by the money of private companies or charitable organisations. That causes the NHS to have limited funds. Therefore according to Cesar Aquino (document 2), certain patients who require new medical technologies for special cures could be discriminated against because the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) does not want to pay for those new technologies. Moreover the NHS does not have good responsiveness (document 2 and 3). Non-emergency procedures are often postponed and reshedulded while in the US, all demands are considered whether the state of the patient is critical or not. Furthermore the NHS, because it is completely free, takes too much money from the UK, deprives other national services from resources and so increases the national debt (document 4).

However The US healthcare system also has a lot of flaws compared to the UK’s one. First of all, since medical care is free in the UK, The NHS is fairer than the US healthcare system regarding financial fairness. It also stands on more human values. Moreover according to Jim Edwards (document 3), the waiting times in the UK are shorter, there is close to no paperwork compared to the US and the NHS wants to heal you while the US system and pharmaceutical industy want your money. The NHS also prioritizes the emergencies for the for the most endangered patient to be taken care of first.

So those two systems are not flawless and could be upgraded, for the NHS according to Quartz (document 1), increasing the money spent on healthcare per capita could be a solution. As well as stopping the universal coverage by making those who damage their health pay and stopping health tourism as proposed in The independent (document 4).
For the US, according to Cesar Aquino (document 2) rationing medical services could help the system to become fairer.

At the end the NHS and the US healthcare system are the two extreme opposites and for one to take ideas from another and the other way around could help them both improve and become better.
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