Gender equality in science has only partially advanced
In 2023, women represented only 35% of STEM graduates and 12% of science academy members, according to The Guardian. These statistics illustrate the persistent underrepresentation of women in scientific fields, which is what this dossier explores. It is composed of three articles from 2015 to 2024 published in The New York Times, The Guardian and The World, and an illustration by Elizabeth Pich and Jonathan Kunz highlighting persistent sexism and inequalities over the years. Together, these documents explore both the progress made and the obstacles that remain. Therefore, it leads us to wonder how far gender equality in science has advanced.
First, stereotypes about women in science are still widespread. In document 1, James Demore, a Google engineer, said that women's underrepresentation in tech is due to biological traits such as being “more anxious“ or having “lower stress tolerance“. These ideas are similar to the stereotypes criticised in document 3, where universities try to attract girls to STEM by using pink colors, glitter and other girly interests. It shows that sexism is still very present in minds and it is reinforced by stereotypes.
Moreover, the documents also show that women's participation in science fields is still full of obstacles. Document 2 mentions that several women have recently received major scientific recognition, including the 2020 Nobel Prize awarded to Jennifer Doudna and Emmanuelle Charpentier. It also explains that many women still face difficulties linked to healthcare, reproductive rights and financial resources, especially indigenous women, women of African descent, women with disabilities and LGBTQ+ women. Document 4 also presents a situation in which women take part in the science field but with inequalities and sexism.
However, the documents also show that some social practices can influence how girls relate to the science field. For example, documents 3 exposes that the Lego company produces kits aimed at girls with features that would not be put in a male-gendered kit, influencing girls’ minds. As it is said in document 2, it is important as a girl to feel confident and so it is important to be supported to succeed.
Overall, gender equality in science has only partially advanced as women's scientific achievements continue to to coexist with stereotypes and sexism that still influence their minds and therefore their place in STEM Fields. 
(386 words)
